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REVSEXEEAEREE  HRTZRHSFLETABEE (Methodology) - FEREF WS NENRE - EXEEERT
FERH—EN - REENFRA

1. B RERESIFRREREERRY ’
2. QAR ZFMNBORROZEARER  TRETREERE

3. FAREN AR EEERERRREAAARRAEZRNENERE

SIGN guidelines are developed using an explicit methodology based on three core principles:

« Development is carried out by multidisciplinary, nationally representative groups

+ A systematic review is conducted to identify and critically appraise the evidence

* Recommendations are explicitly linked to the supporting evidence.

These principles have remained constant since SIGN was first established.

Although these core principles remain unchanged, detail of how they are reflected in practice has developed over the
years. The latest major development has been implementation of the GRADE process. You can see a statement of how
SIGN implements the principles of the GRADE process.

As part of the changes related to GRADE, SIGN decided as of 2013 not to continue with the ABCD grading of
recommendations that had been in use since 2001. Reasons for this decision are set out in a separate policy document.
GUIDELINE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

SIGN guidelines are based on a systematic review of the evidence, undertaken by guideline development group
members, with support from the SIGN Executive. A detailed description of SIGN's methodology is given in our handbook.
This was originally our 50th guideline - and is therefore commonly referred to as SIGN50. The handbook is updated
regularly to take account of any changes in methodology.

Downloadable versions of the documentation used by SIGN are available separately.

USEFUL TOOLS FOR CRITICAL APPRAISAL

« Algorithm for classifying study design for questions of effectiveness

« Risk calculator (Excel file)

* Epi Info 6

+ Guideline development in fifty easy steps (270K) - summary of the SIGN guideline development process in Acrobat
format (info).

RELATED PAGES

* Search filters

+ AGREE Trust training materials - AGREE is a tool for evaluating the quality of guidelines which allows users to decide how
well a guideline has been developed and whether it will be applicable to the setting they are working in. The SIGN
Guideline Development Handbook indicates how SIGN meets the AGREE criteria.
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The Evidence-based Health Care (EBHC) Library, a website owned and operated by the Taiwan Nurses
Association (TWNA), makes articles and abstracts related to the topics of Evidence-based Health Care
Synthesis, Evidence-based Health Care Application, and Evidence-based Health Care Guidelines as well as
related summaries and companion materials widely available for the reference and use of healthcare
professionals and the general public. The information on the EBHC website is provided for reference
purposes only, and website users are solely responsible for assessing the contents of all accessed
documents / materials. Users are always encouraged to carefully consider and evaluate the
environmental resources of the institutions, the personal expectation and values of clients and their
families, and the professional opinion and capabilities of medical care providers.

The TWNA EBHC website is provided on an “as is” and “as and when available” basis without any
conditions, warranties, or guarantees, whether express or implied, including, but not limited to, any
implied warranties or conditions as to satisfactory quality or fitness for a particular purpose. The website
contains links to other websites that are for your convenience only and not under our control. We are
not responsible for the availability or accuracy of content that is accessed through these links.
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